Chapter XIV
DID DEMOCRACY FAIL IN SPAIN?

THROUGHOUT the war the Republican cause had the
support of the majority of the Spanish people. If this
was obvious in loyalist Spain, it was no less so in rebel
territory. Our hopes of winning the war were never based solely
on a military victory. The fact that Franco was receiving un-
limited supplies from Germany and Italy, while we were faced
with the difficulty of providing the Republican army with the
mere essentials of war material, made it unlikely, we knew,
that in the purely military sphere the fight would go in our
favour.

To win the war we relied not only on the bravery and
enthusiasm of our own men, but also on the growing hostility
of the Spaniards in rebel territory to those generals who had
delivered up their country to invading armies. This hostility
accounted for the low morale on Franco's side. Whereas the
morale of the Republicans improved with misfortune, the rebels
needed continual successes to keep up the spirits of their people.

Republican Spain endured the fall of Malaga, the loss of the
Northern regions (including Asturias and the Basque country),
and the cutting off of Barcelona from Valencia and Madrid when
the Italian divisions reached the sea in the spring of 1938, all
without losing heart. Any one of these military reverses would
have produced immediate collapse in the invaded territory. We
were therefore justified in relying for ultimate victory on the
efforts of a Republican Army fighting for national independence,
and the process of decomposition on the rebel side, a process
inevitable among people who have become the instrument of
foreign intervention*

The Republican Government showed its conviction that
the majority of the Spanish people were on the side of the
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